
ICIPR Statement on the Persecution of Indigenous Peoples’ 
Representatives in Russia on Fabricated Charges of “Terrorism” and 
“Extremism” 
 
The International Committee of Indigenous Peoples of Russia 
(ICIPR) strongly condemns the new wave of repression against 
Indigenous human rights defenders in the Russian Federation, 
including their prosecution on fabricated charges of “extremism” 
and “terrorism” brought by the Russian authorities. 
 
ICIPR considers these actions to constitute a deliberate misuse of 
anti-extremism and counter-terrorism legislation aimed at 
suppressing peaceful human rights work. We further regard them 
as a serious violation of the international obligations of the Russian 
Federation as a Member State of the United Nations, including its 
obligations under the UN Charter, the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, and the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples — in particular the prohibition of 
reprisals for cooperation with United Nations mechanisms. 
 
On 17 December 2025, Ms. Daria Egereva was arrested in Moscow. She is an Indigenous Selkup 
human rights defender, Co-Chair of the International Indigenous Peoples’ Forum on Climate Change 
(IIPFCC), and a member of the United Nations Indigenous Peoples’ Coordinating Body (UN ICB). She 
has been charged with participation in the activities of a so-called “terrorist organization,” an offence 
carrying a potential sentence of 10 to 20 years of imprisonment. 
 
These charges are based on her alleged association with the Indigenous human rights defenders’ 
network Aborigen Forum, as well as on her many years of human rights work with the Centre for 
Support of Indigenous Peoples of the North (CSIPN). Notably, CSIPN was explicitly identified in UN 
Human Rights Council resolution 60/21 of 7 October 2025 among organizations subjected to forced 
closure and persecution by the Russian Federation. 
 
The Aborigen Forum network, of which CSIPN was a member, was designated an “extremist 
organization” by the Russian authorities in July 2024, despite the fact that its members have never 
engaged in any acts of violence that could meet the definition of terrorism. At all times, the activities 
of the network and its members were peaceful, lawful, and focused on human rights advocacy, 
carried out exclusively through non-violent means and aimed at the protection of the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, including through engagement with United Nations mechanisms. 
 
Following its designation, the network decided to immediately dissolve and cease its activities; 
nevertheless, in December 2024 the Russian authorities included Aborigen Forum in the list of 
terrorist organizations. 
 



On the same day, 17 December 2025, another human rights defender was arrested in Moscow under 
the same terrorism-related charges. 
 
At the same time, beginning on 17 December 2025, the Federal Security Service of the Russian 
Federation (FSB) launched a series of coordinated searches and interrogations targeting Indigenous 
activists and human rights defenders across the country, including in the Altai Republic, Tomsk, 
Murmansk and Kemerovo Oblasts, Altai Krai, Taimyr and Krasnoyarsk Krai, the Republic of Sakha 
(Yakutia), and the city of Saint Petersburg. These operations targeted members of Indigenous 
communities, including Selkups, Tubalars, Chulyms, Shors, Kumandins, Dolgan, Yukaghirs, Evenks, 
Sámi, and Nganasans. 
 
On the same day, a separate search was conducted in Murmansk Oblast at the home of Ms. 
Valentina Sovkina, a member of the Sámi Indigenous People and of the United Nations Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII). 
 
According to currently available information, at least 17 Indigenous leaders in different regions of the 
Russian Federation have been searched and interrogated by FSB. All their electronic devices have 
been confiscated.  
 
ICIPR views these developments as politically motivated persecution and as a continuation of the 
systematic criminalization of peaceful Indigenous human rights work, including cooperation with 
international human rights mechanisms and participation in the work of the United Nations. 
 
Call for International Solidarity 
 
In light of this sharp escalation of repression against Indigenous Peoples, ICIPR hereby announces the 
launch of an international solidarity action by Indigenous Peoples and allies worldwide in support of 
Indigenous Peoples in Russia who are being targeted by state repression, including Indigenous 
human rights defenders. 
 
We call upon Indigenous Peoples’ organizations and movements worldwide, UN bodies and 
mechanisms, including Special Procedures, States, academic institutions, and human rights 
organizations and civil society actors to speak out against these reprisals, to demand the immediate 
cessation of politically motivated prosecutions, and to uphold the fundamental principle that 
engagement with the United Nations must never be criminalized. 
 
Solidarity is not optional — it is a shared moral responsibility. 
 
We urge all partners to mobilize in solidarity. Further details on modalities and next steps will be 
shared shortly. 
 
Communication contact – icipr.info@gmail.com  
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