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STATEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF RUSSIA… 
REGARDING THE ADDITION OF 55 ASSOCIATIONS TO THE LIST OF EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Excellencies, 

We are reaching out to you regarding an egregious act commiXed by the government of the Russian Federa@on: at one 
stroke, it has put 55 organiza@ons that defend the rights of the country’s indigenous peoples on its list of extremist and 
terrorist organiza@ons. 



Under the law of the country this means that representa@ves of the indigenous peoples of Russia, or anyone else 
par@cipa@ng, coopera@ng, or simply communica@ng with these organiza@ons, risks being sentenced to years of 
imprisonment. 

Leaders of the indigenous peoples have been subjected to increasingly severe repression by the authori@es. Faced with 
threats to them and their loved ones, many have been forced to leave the country. Ac@vists have had criminal cases 
fabricated against them by the Russian authori@es and are serving prison sentences. The widespread Soviet prac@ce of 
weaponizing psychiatry against detainees has been revived, and is being used against a prominent shaman of the 
indigenous peoples, Alexander Gabyshev. Earlier this year the @tular keeper of the sacred lake Imlor, Sergey Kechimov, 
died while under inves@ga@on. He had been working to protect the lake from damage by oil company opera@ons. 

The blanket criminaliza@on of such a large number of indigenous peoples’ organiza@ons, including many long-standing 
and highly respected bodies, is a blatant viola@on of interna@onal law. The picture that has emerged is one of a Russian 
government that violates the rights of indigenous peoples and then brands organiza@ons and individuals who resist 
against these viola@ons as extremists. 

We are concerned that this act is a prelude to further repression against those leaders and ac@vists who live and work in 
Russia. 

We appeal to you to turn your aXen@on to this case, take all needed measures to protect those whose rights are being 
violated, and prevent new forms of repression against the indigenous peoples of Russia. 

We ask that the situa@on of the indigenous peoples of the Russian Federa@on, whose rights are being grossly violated by 
the government, be taken under special scru@ny. 
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